
2015 Tennessee Civil War 
Sesquicentennial  

 

Civil War Student Tours & 
Living History Picnic 

 

May 1, 2015 
9:00 am—1:30 pm ET 

 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
 

 

tncivilwar150.com 

 

 

Attention Tennessee Schools! 
Register today to attend the 2015 Tennessee Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Student Tours and Living History 
Picnic. Your application for a school bus transporta-
tion grant will also serve as your registration to attend 
the programs on Friday, May 1, 2015.    

The Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentenni-
al Commission and the Tennessee Civil 
War National Heritage Area are offering 
a limited number of reimbursement 
grants, on a first-come, first-serve basis, 
to offset a maximum of $150.00 per bus 
required to attend the 2015 Tennessee 
Civil War Sesquicentennial student pro-

grams. Teachers who have administrative approval for 
the trip can apply and register by submitting the appli-
cation included in this brochure.  
           

Application deadline: April 1, 2015 

Registration Details: 

Morning Check-In:  

Student education tours at the 
assigned historic sites will be 
scheduled for 9:00-11:30 a.m. on 
May 1, 2015. Schools must arrive 
at their site by 8:45 to check in.  

School Assignments:  

Schools will be assigned to one 
historic site or museum based up-
on order of registration, grade’s fit 
with the program, and size of 
group. Teachers will receive addi-

tional information from the education staff of the as-
signed site. Specific site requests cannot be guaranteed 
for these programs.  

 

Questions?                      

Contact: 

Lisa Oakley, Curator of Education 
East Tennessee Historical Society 

oakley@eastTNhistory.org  
865-215-8828 

 

ALL TCWSC SPONSORED EVENTS ARE FREE AND  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

 

 

Bus costs (maximum of $150 per bus) will be reim-

bursed to the school or district upon submission of ex-

pense documentation after the 2015 Tennessee Signa-

ture Event concludes. 

Teacher Name  

 

Grade  
 

School  
 

County    
 

Address/City  
  

Email/Phone  
  

# of Buses   
 

Estimated Cost Per Bus    
 

# of Students Attending 

# of Teachers/Chaperones Attending     

 

Authorized Signatures 
 

Teacher  / Date 

 

Administrator / Date 

 

Applications/Registrations  can be mailed, faxed, or emailed:  

Civil War Sesquicentennial Student Program 
Attn:  Lisa Oakley 

East Tennessee Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1629 

Knoxville, TN 37901-1629 
 

Direct: 865-215-8828 / Fax: 865-215-8819 
                 Email:   Oakley@eastTNhistory.org   

Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentennial student 

programming is  sponsored by: 

 

 

TCWSC SPONSORED EVENTS ARE FREE AND  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

“Gay Street—Knoxville, Tenn (1861). (Drawn from memory),” by 
Samuel Bell Palmer, from the collection of Richard P.W. Williams. The 
drawing reflects the artist’s memory of an 1861 Union rally on one end 
of Gay Street with Confederate soldiers marching from the other end.  



CIVIL WAR STUDENT TOURS  (continued) 
 
 

Historic Ramsey House Plantation 
2624 Thorn Grove Pike 

 

Tours and hands-on activities at the 
Historic Ramsey House will allow 
students to examine the divisions 
between Confederates and Union-
ists in East Tennessee. The stories 
of prominent Confederate Dr. 
J.G.M. Ramsey and Unionist leader 
William Brownlow will be brought 

to life as part of the visit.  
 

Living History Picnic 
World’s Fair Site 
Downtown Knoxville 
12:00-1:30 pm 
(Schools bring their bag lunches) 
 

Following individual programs at 
one of the participating sites, 
school groups will travel to the festival lawn in World’s 
Fair Park. Living historians will mingle throughout the 
park to engage students. Additional programming and 
logistical (including parking) details will be provided in 
early April once all living history participants are con-
firmed. Reminder: Schools must provide their own 
lunches. Trash receptacles and restrooms are available 
on site. NOTE: If it rains, the picnic will move to the Am-
phitheater.  
 
 

          Tennessee Civil War 150 App & Website 
 

Check out Tennessee’s new Addy 
award-winning iPhone and Android 
apps which feature the people, places, 
and artifacts that tell Tennessee’s Civil 
War story.   
 

These complimentary apps are availa-
ble for download in the App Store and 
on www.tncivilwar150.com. 

 

Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentennial student   
programming is sponsored by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL TCWSC SPONSORED EVENTS ARE FREE AND  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

CIVIL WAR STUDENT TOURS 
 

May 1, 2015: 9 am—11:30 am ET 
 
Various Knoxville historic sites and museums (schools will 
be assigned to a specific site upon registration) 
 

Register today for FREE programming highlighting the Civil 
War history of Knoxville and East Tennessee. From 9:00—
11:30 am ET, students will experience educational pro-
grams at one of seven historic sites or museums in Knox-
ville in the morning.  Then from Noon—1:30 pm ET, all stu-
dent groups will convene downtown at the World’s Fair 
Park to share their lunchtime with living historians includ-
ing soldiers, mid-19th century baseball players, and a few 
notable historical characters. (Schools must bring their own 
lunches.)  
 

Designed for grades 4-12, all programs are hands-on and 
correspond with the new Tennessee social studies curricu-
lum. Rooted in the local stories of place and people who 
lived or served at the site, the programs will be enhanced 
with primary sources such as documents, objects, images, 
and the historic structures themselves.  
 

The Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission 
offers these tours and the living history experience during 
the picnic as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our 
youngest historians! 
 

Participating Historic Sites & Museums 
 

Blount Mansion and Civil War Gateway  

200 West Hill Avenue 
 

Students will learn more about 
the Boyd family who lived in the 
house during the Civil War. The 
oldest Boyd son served in the 
Confederate army as a physician 
while the rest of the family stayed 
in Knoxville and subsequently 
entertained many Union and Con-

federate officers, some quite famous. Their cousin, the 
Confederate spy Belle Boyd, stayed at the house in early 
1863. The Knoxville Civil War Gateway center is located in 
the Blount Mansion Visitors Center and will be participating 
in the activities offered at the site. 
 

East Tennessee Historical Society Museum 
601 S. Gay Street 

 

Students will participate in the 
popular program Brother Vs. 
Brother which highlights the 1861 
secession and union debates. The 
program features East Tennesse-
ans William Brownlow and Dr. 
J.G.M. Ramsey 
and includes ex-

cerpts from their original debate speeches. 
Students will also experience the Divided 
Loyalties section of the Voices of the Land 
exhibit. Education programming on Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson from the Andrew 
Johnson National Historic Site will also be 
presented during the tour.    

 

CIVIL WAR STUDENT TOURS  (continued) 
 
 

Fort Dickerson Civil War Park and Fort Higley at High 
Ground Park 
South of the Tennessee  River off Chapman Highway 
 

Forts Dickerson and Higley were two of 
sixteen earthen forts surrounding Knox-
ville built by the Union army. Just across 
the Holston (now Tennessee) River from 
Knoxville loomed formidable heights, 
rising approximately 200 feet above the 
city. Upon these heights during the win-
ter of 1863-1864 Forts Dickerson, Stan-

ley, and Higley were built. The Knox-
ville Civil War Roundtable will bring 
the story of Fort Dickerson to life 
through living history demonstra-
tions, storytelling, and engaging 
hands-on activities. The McClung 
Museum of Natural History and Cul-
ture will provide programming at Fort Higley, sharing the 
fort’s story through the archaeological work and historical 
research completed to preserve and interpret the site.  
 

Mabry-Hazen House 
1711 Dandridge Ave. 
 

At the beginning of the Civil War, Knoxville 
businessman Joseph Alexander Mabry II 
pledged $100,000 to the Confederate 
cause, and established a supply depot that 
provided tents and uniforms for the south-
ern soldiers. In early 1863, when Union 
troops under General Ambrose E. Burnside 
occupied Knoxville, Capt. Samuel H. Lunt, 
assistant Union quartermaster, established 

his headquarters in the home. Federal troops built fortifica-
tions on the property and Mabry’s Hill became the eastern 
anchor of the Union defenses north of the Holston River. 
Like many local businessmen during the Union occupation of 
Knoxville, Mabry signed an oath of loyalty to the United 
States in January 1864. A tour of the house and hands-on 
activities with living historians will offer students an under-
standing of a community at war through the story of a local 
businessman and his family. The Confederate Bethel Ceme-
tery is included in the tour.  
 

McClung Museum of Natural History and Culture 
1327 Circle Park Drive, University of Tennessee 

 

Students will focus on Archaeology and 
the Civil War in Knoxville, including 
the role of UT archaeologists in discov-
ering, studying, and preserving the 
remains of the Battle of Fort Sanders 
and Civil War era Knoxville. Included 
are activities showing the role of re-

mote sensing technology in archaeology (a STEM connec-
tion), and how archaeology can tell the story of slaves and 
ordinary soldiers who may not appear in historical records. 
Also included will be the exhibit, showing artifacts and the 
events of 1863 battle.  

Photo Credit: Artist Ken Smith's painting of batteries of the 9th Georgia 
Artillery Battalion firing on Fort Sanders the morning of November 29, 
1863, based on UT's archaeological excavations. 


