
NORTH & SOUTH INVITED
Blue & Gray United

             noxville and East 
Tennessee stood at 

the epicenter of political 
influence and confrontation 
for the nation and the state at 
the end of the Civil War. Vice 
President Andrew Johnson, 
a former slaveholder, became 
President at the close of 
a war that ended slavery.  
Knoxvillian Parson William 
Brownlow, a fiery and 
unforgiving Unionist, was 
elected governor in a state 

that had joined the Confederacy.

These two East Tennesseans would wrestle with the 
job of reuniting a country when there appeared to be 
no sense of compromise on either side.  Naturally, 150 
years later Tennessee has chosen Knoxville to be site 
for the state to close its 5-year long commemoration 
of the Civil War.

Because of the pivotal role East Tennessee played 
for the nation at the end of the Civil War, Knoxville 

and the state of Tennessee will offer four days of 
programming where visitors can explore the themes of 
reconstruction, remembrance, and reconciliation.
Knoxville hosted a Blue and Gray Reunion in 1890 
and again in1895, where veterans of the 1863 Battle of 
Fort Sanders returned to shake hands with comrades 
and former foes. Today the city is working to recreate 
the feeling of that historic occasion that will dovetail 
with the State of Tennessee’s activities. 

In those postwar reunions held both north and south, 
African Americans were 
largely uninvited.  This 
time around The Blue 
& Gray Reunion and 
Freedom Jubilee will 
recognize the veterans 
and descendants of the 
1st U.S. (Colored) Heavy 
Artillery regiment in 
Knoxville. We hope you 
will join us from 
April 30 – May 3 for 
this once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

1st U.S.C.H.A. Soldier 
Edward Kline and wife Nannie. 
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Col. Henry Ashby, 
2nd Tennessee Cavalry Regiment
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