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What was life like for African Americans in Knoxville 
during the Jim Crow era? 

What influence did the city have in the early lives of 
artists Beauford and Joseph Delaney? 

Could Ruth Cobb Brice gain recognition as an artist without leaving home?

This exhibition, presented as a timeline, provides historical context to these 
questions beginning with Reconstruction and continuing through the height 
of segregation during the Jim Crow era. It complements the exhibition 
Beauford Delaney and James Baldwin: Through the Unusual Door on view 
February 7 to May 10, 2020, at the Knoxville Museum of Art.
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